
Can neonates born to mothers
with  COVID-19  acquire
maternal infection ?
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Zeng  et  al.,  investigated  neonates  born  to  mothers  with
COVID19  recruited  from  Wuhan  Children’s  Hospital  (Wuhan,
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China)  (1).  Consistent  with  previous  studies,  clinical
symptoms from these neonates with or at risk of COVID-19 were
mild with favourable outcomes. Of the 3 out of 33 neonates
that  had  early-onset  SARS-CoV-2  infection  and  symptomatic
COVID-19,  the  most  seriously  ill  neonate  may  have  been
symptomatic  from  prematurity,  asphyxia,  and  sepsis,  rather
than SARS-CoV-2 infection. The authors suggest this because of
strict infection control and prevention procedures implemented
during the delivery, but it is still likely that the sources
of SARS-CoV-2 in the neonates’ upper respiratory tracts or
gastrointestinal  tract  (anus)  were  maternal  in  origin.
Although 2 recent studies (2,3) have shown that there were no
clinical findings or investigations suggestive of COVID-19 in
neonates born to affected mothers, and all samples, including
amniotic fluid, cord blood, and breast milk, were negative for
SARS-CoV-2, the vertical maternal-fetal transmission cannot be
ruled out in their current cohort. Zeng et al., suggest that
it is crucial to screen pregnant women and implement strict
infection control measures, quarantine of infected mothers,
and close monitoring of neonates at risk of COVID-19.
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